
Mayor and Council 
Town of Parry Sound 
 
January 19, 2015 
 
 
The January 20th meeting of Parry Sound Town Council agenda package includes a letter 
from the Parry Sound Downtown Business Association (DBA) dated January 12, 
2015 concerning the installation of a digital billboard. I would like to request that Council 
require a suitable safety study be done, including the development of firm signage 
installation and operation guidelines, before final approval of the installation of the 
electronic billboard on the CN trestle. 
 
As a cyclist in Town who rides on the streets of Parry Sound as opposed to the sidewalks, 
I recognize that the reduction of Bowes Street from two lanes to one at the CN trestle has 
always presented a safety challenge. Traffic on Bowes Street travels quickly with the 
street going downhill after passing Forest Street, then uphill until it passes Louisa Street, 
and once again downhill as it approaches the trestle. It is at this point that the road is 
reduced from two lanes to one. 
 
Bowes Street represents the only practical way for traffic, motorized and non-motorized, 
to easily reach the downtown from the south entrance to Parry Sound. A cyclist, or e-
bike, is effectively forced to ride in the right hand lane on Bowes Street because of the 
heavy traffic and the speed of the cars. This means a cyclist is required to merge pretty 
much at the last moment into the left lane to pass under the trestle. Motorists do not take 
too kindly to traffic entering the left lane as Bowes Street reaches Louisa Street and often 
will not yield to merging traffic, motorized and non-motorized. 
 
The proposed electronic sign is seemingly designed to catch the attention of motorists 
just as they come over the crest of Bowes Street at Louisa Street and are faced with the 
road sloping downhill, their speed increasing, a large trestle structure ahead, a 
constriction from two lanes to one, and possibly a cyclist or motorist, traveling at a 
slower speed, entering from the right hand lane. 
 
The installation of a digital billboard might too easily yield a preventable accident by 
encouraging a vehicle operator, truck or car, to pay attention to the sign rather than the 
traffic situation ahead. This is likely to be the case for drivers who are new to the area, 
actively looking for information, and unfamiliar with this unexpected merge. 
 
As the Town embraces an 8 to 80 philosophy and encourages active transportation it is 
important that the safety of pedestrians and persons operating non-motorized vehicles be 
carefully considered before making any changes to traffic and signage.  
 
 
 
 



The Province has enacted laws to discourage distracted driving. Please require an 
appropriate traffic study as a condition of final approval to ensure that the proposed 
signage does not inadvertently lead to such distracted driving and an accident. A traffic 
engineering report should provide the necessary information and recommendations to 
allow for signage that meets the needs of advertisers, the Parry Sound Downtown 
Business Association and the safety of cyclists. A properly conducted study with 
recommendations that are consistently followed will also limit the Town’s, CN’s and the 
DBA's liability should there be an accident at this location that might be blamed on driver 
distraction. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Josef Bossart 
Redwood Drive, Parry Sound 
 
 
 
cc: Parry Sound Downtown Business Association 

Lynn Middaugh, Director of Development and Leisure Services 
	   	  


